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DAGGER PIN INTERFACE APPARATUS
WITH SWIVEL PIN

This disclosure was made with government support under
contract W58RGZ-05-C-0001 awarded by the Department of
Defense. The government has certain rights in the disclosure.

FIELD

The present disclosure pertains to a dagger pin interface
apparatus having a pair of dagger pins that are positioned to
engage in a pair of mounting holes in a surface of a device
when removably mounting the device to a structure. More
specifically, the present disclosure pertains to a dagger pin
interface apparatus used in removably mounting a device on
a structure where one of the pins is stationary relative to the
structure and a second of the pins swivels relative to the
structure when mounting the device to the structure. When
mounting the device to the structure the one stationary pin can
be aligned with and inserted into one mounting hole of the
device and the second swiveling pin can engage and move
into a second mounting hole in the device that is not com-
pletely aligned with the second pin.

BACKGROUND

Avionic boxes and other similar types of electronic devices
that are removably mounted in clusters to a structure typically
contain two mounting holes in a rear surface of the device that
engage over two fixed pins on the structure. When the device
is removably mounted to the structure it is inserted between
previously mounted devices or other equipment until each of
the two mounting holes slide over one of two fixed pins on the
structure. This is often referred to as a dagger pin interface.
Latches on the opposite front surface of the device are
engaged with swing bolts on the structure and the swing bolts
are tightened down on the latches. The engagement of the two
fixed pins in the two mounting holes in the rear surface of the
device and the swing bolts tightened down on the latches on
the front surface of the device keep the device in place.

Due to tolerancing, it is often necessary that one of the two
holes in the rear surface of the device be a slot. The slot is
positioned on the rear surface with its major axis intersecting
the center of the other hole. The hole and the slot in the rear
surface of the device permit variations in the size of the
dagger pins, the locations of the dagger pins or distance of the
dagger pins from each other.

However, in many instances a slot is not provided in the
rear surface of the device. When two holes are provided in the
rear surface of the device and both holes do not align with the
pair of dagger pins on the structure to which the device is
being removably mounted, special procedures must be
employed or the rear surface of the device must be modified to
removably mount the device to the structure using the dagger
pins. Mechanical interfaces for these devices must be
designed which are costly and time consuming. A design
change of the device to removably mount the device to the
structure at this stage of the manufacturing process can be
significantly expensive.

What is needed is an apparatus that eliminates any need for
a custom installation of a removable device to a structure
using dagger pins and which provides a tolerance range
between the dagger pins that accommodates a device having
mounting holes with a tolerance that is outside the range
originally designed for the dagger pins.

SUMMARY

The apparatus of the disclosure overcomes the disadvan-
tages associated with prior art dagger pin arrangements

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

employed in removably mounting a device to another struc-
ture. The apparatus employs a pair of dagger pins or mounting
pins where one of the two mounting pins can move relative to
the other. This enables the movable mounting pin to engage in
and move into a mounting hole in the device being removably
mounted to the structure even when the mounting hole is not
completely aligned with the movable pin.

The apparatus includes a base that is attachable to a struc-
ture to which a device is to be removably attached. When
attached to the structure the base is secured stationary relative
to the structure.

A first dagger or mounting pin is connected stationary to
the base. The first pin projects outwardly from the base to a
distal end surface of the first pin. When the base is attached to
the structure, the first pin projects outwardly and away from
the structure. The distal end surface of the first pin has a
tapered or conical configuration and it is positioned on the
base where the distal end surface will engage in and move into
a first mounting hole of the device being removably mounted
to the structure.

A second dagger or mounting pin is connected to the base
for pivoting movement of the second pin about a pivot axis
relative to the base. The pivot axis is oriented vertically and
the second pin can swivel about the pivot axis from side to
side toward and away from the first pin. The second pin
projects outwardly from the base to a distal end surface of the
second pin. When the base is attached to the structure, the
second pin projects outwardly and away from the structure.
The distal end surface of the second pin has a tapered or
conical configuration and is positioned on the base where the
second pin distal end surface will engage in, pivot toward and
move into a second mounting hole in the device even when the
second mounting hole is not completely aligned with the
second pin.

A biasing device is provided on the second pin that urges
the second pin to a neutral position where the first and second
pins are substantially aligned or parallel. When the second pin
is pivoted about the pivot axis away from the neutral position,
the pivoting movement is resisted by the biasing device.

When employing the apparatus for removably mounting a
device to a structure where the device has first and second
mounting holes in a rear surface of the device, the base of the
apparatus is first securely attached stationary to the structure.
Therear surface ofthe device is then positioned relative to the
base where one mounting hole in the device rear surface is
aligned with the first pin of the apparatus. The second mount-
ing hole in the device rear surface may or may not be com-
pletely aligned with the second pin of the apparatus. The
device is then moved onto the first and second pins where the
first mounting hole in the device rear surface passes over the
first pin of the apparatus. This movement of the device onto
the first pin will cause the second mounting hole in the rear
surface of the device to engage with the distal end surface of
the second pin and slide over the distal end surface of the
second pin. If the second mounting hole is not completely
aligned with the second pin, the tapered distal end surface of
the second pin will cause the second pin to pivot about its
pivot axis as the second mounting hole is passed over the
second pin.

With the first and second pins of the apparatus engaged in
the respective first and second mounting holes of the device,
latches on the opposite front surface of the device can be
engaged with swing bolts on the structure. The swing bolts
can then be tightened down on the laches to removably mount
the device to the structure.

The features, functions, and advantages that have been
discussed can be achieved independently in various embodi-
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ments or may be combined in yet other embodiments further
details of which can be seen with reference to the following
description and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a top plan view of the dagger pin interface appa-
ratus with a swivel pin.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the swivel pin removed from
the apparatus.

FIG. 3 is a side elevation view of the swivel pin.

FIG. 4 is a bottom plan view of the swivel pin.

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the swivel pin with a biasing
device attached.

FIG. 6 is a partial perspective view of the apparatus swivel
pin in a deflected position of the swivel pin.

FIG. 7 is a view similar to that of FIG. 6 but showing the
range of the pivoting movement of the swivel pin.

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of the rear of the apparatus.

FIG. 9 is atop plan view of the apparatus shown removably
mounting a device housing to a structure.

FIG. 10 is a top plan view of the apparatus similar to that of
FIG. 8, but with the base of the apparatus removed.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 is a top plan view of an embodiment of the dagger
pin interface apparatus 10 of the disclosure which includes a
swivel pin. FIG. 6 it is a partial perspective view of the
apparatus 10 and FIG. 8 is a rear perspective view of the
apparatus. As will be explained, the apparatus 10 is basically
comprised of a base 12, a first dagger or mounting pin 14 and
a second dagger or mounting pin 16. Each of these basic
component parts of the apparatus is constructed of materials
that are sufficiently strong to enable the apparatus to perform
its intended functions.

Referring to FIGS. 1, 6 and 8, the base 12 is designed to be
attachable to a structure to which a device is to be removably
attached. The base 12 has a length between opposite first 18
and second 20 ends of the base. The base also has a substan-
tially flat front surface 22 that is designed to engage against a
substantially flat rear surface of the device that is to be remov-
ably attached to the structure using the apparatus. A rear
surface 24 of the base can have a configuration that best suits
the attachment of the base 12 to the structure. A lower hori-
zontal flange 26 and a upper horizontal flange 28 are provided
on the base 12 adjacent the base second end 20. The flanges
26, 28 have opposed, parallel horizontal surfaces with a ver-
tical spacing between the surfaces that is dimensional to
receive the second pin, as will be explained. The flanges 26,
28 also have coaxial holes (not shown) through the flanges.

The first dagger pin or mounting pin 14 is connected sta-
tionary to the base 12 adjacent to the base first end 18. The
first pin 14 has a length with a distal end surface 30 and an
opposite proximal end surface 32. An intermediate portion 34
of the first pin separates the distal end surface 30 from the
proximal end surface 32. In the illustrated embodiment of the
first pin 14, the distal end surface 30 has a tapered configu-
ration. More specifically, the distal end surface 30 has a
conical configuration. The opposite proximal end surface 32
is screw threaded. The intermediate portion 34 of the first pin
14 has a cylindrical configuration, but could also have a
rectangular cross-section configuration. The pin 14 has a
center axis 36 that extends through the length of the pin and
through the tip of the conical distal end surface 30 of the pin.
As shown in FIG. 1, the pin 14 is mounted stationary to the
base 12 by an internally threaded nut 38. In mounting the pin
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14 to the base 12 the screw threaded proximal end surface 32
of'the pin is inserted through a hole (not shown) in the base 12
and the nut 38 is screw threaded down on the pin proximal end
surface 32, thereby connecting the first pin 14 stationary to
the base 12. The intersection of the first pin intermediate
portion 34 with the pin distal end surface 30 is positioned in
aplane that also intersects the flat front surface 22 of the base
12. With the first pin 14 connected to the base 12, the first pin
14 projects outwardly from the base to the distal end surface
30 of the first pin. When the base 12 is attached to a structure
to which a device is to be removably attached by the apparatus
10, the first pin 14 projects outwardly and away from the
structure to the first pin distal end surface 30.

The second dagger pin or mounting pin 16 is attached to the
base 12 adjacent the base second end 20. The second pin 16 is
attached to the base 12 for pivoting movement of the second
pin relative to the base. Referring to FIGS. 2-5, the second pin
16 has a length with a proximal end surface 40 and an oppo-
site distal end surface 42. An intermediate portion 44 of the
second pin separates the proximal end surface 40 from the
distal end surface 42. Like the first pin 14, the distal end
surface 42 ofthe second pin 16 has a tapered configuration. In
the embodiment shown, the second pin distal end surface 42
has a conical configuration. The second pin proximal end
surface 40 is flat. The intermediate portion 44 of the second
pin 16 has a rectangular cross-section with opposite flat and
parallel top 46 and bottom 48 surfaces and opposite flat and
parallel side surfaces 50, 52. One of the side surfaces 52 has
a pair of ridges 54 that project outwardly from the side surface
at the front and rear of the side surface. A hole 56 extends
through the second pin 16 between the opposite top 46 and
bottom 48 surfaces ofthe pin. The hole 56 has a center axis 58
that is perpendicular to the opposite top 46 and bottom 48
surfaces. The hole 56 is also centered in the opposite top 46
and bottom 48 surfaces. The hole axis 58 functions as a pivot
axis of the second pin 16 as will be explained. The second pin
16 also has a center axis 60 that extends through the length of
the second pin 16 and through the tip of the conical distal and
surface 42 of the pin. The second pin center axis 60 is per-
pendicular to and intersects the hole axis 58. As with the first
pin 14, the second pin distal end surface 42 intersects the
intermediate portion 44 of the second pinina plane thatis also
coplanar with the front surface 22 of the base 12.

Referring to FIG. 5, a biasing device 62 is secured to the
side surface 52 of the second pin 16 between the pair of ridges
54. In the illustrated embodiment, the biasing device 62 is a
rectangular compressible pad that is secured to the side sur-
face 52 ofthe second pin 16 between the ridges 54. The pad 62
has a general rectangular configuration and extends out-
wardly from the second pin side surface 52 to an exterior
surface 64 of the pad.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 6, the second pin 16 is secured to
the base 12 by a pivot post 68. In attaching the second pin 16
to the base 12, the second pin 16 is first positioned between
the lower flange 26 and upper flange 28 of the base with the
hole 56 through the second pin being aligned with the coaxial
holes in the two flanges. The compressible pad 62 is posi-
tioned between the two flanges 26, 28 and adjacent a side
surface 70 of the base extending between the two flanges. The
pivot post 68 is inserted through the aligned holes of the two
flanges 26, 28 and the hole 56 of the second pin 16. Opposite
ends of the pivot post 68 are secured to the two flanges 26, 28.
The pivot post 68 thereby connects the second pin 16 to the
base 12 for pivoting movement of the second pin relative to
the base about the pivot post 68 and the second pin hole center
axis 58. The hole center axis or pivot axis 58 is oriented
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vertically and the second pin 16 can swivel about the pivot
axis 58 from side to side toward and away from the first pin 14
as represented in FIG. 7.

With the second pin 16 connected to the base 12 by the
pivot post 68, the compressible pad 62 is in close proximity to
the base side surface 70 that extends between the two flanges
26, 28. The compressible pad 62 lightly engages against the
side surface 70 to position the second pin 16 at a neutral
orientation or position on the base 12. In the neutral position
the center axis 60 of the second pin 16 is substantially parallel
to the center axis 36 ofthe first pin 14. When a force is exerted
on the second pin distal end surface 42 that causes the second
pin to pivot away from the neutral position of the second pin,
the compressible pad 62 is compressed against the base side
surface 70. When the force causing the second pin 16 to pivot
is removed, the resiliency of the compressible pad 62 pushes
the second pin 16 back to its neutral position relative to the
base 12.

FIGS. 1 and 8-10 illustrate a method of using the apparatus
10 for removably mounting a device 74 to a separate structure
76 where the device has a first mounting hole 80 and a second
mounting hole 82 in a rear surface 84 of the device. The
structure 76, is represented schematically in FIG. 1 and is not
shown in FIGS. 8-10. According to the method, the base 12 of
the apparatus is first securely attached stationary to the struc-
ture 76 in any conventional manner. With the base 12 securely
attached to the structure 76, the first pin 14 and second pin 16
project outwardly away from the base 12 and the structure 76
to their respective distal end surfaces 30, 42. The device 74 is
then positioned relative to the base 12 where the first mount-
ing hole 80 in the device rear surface 84 is aligned with the
first pin 14 of the apparatus 10. The second mounting hole 82
in the device rear surface 84 may or may not be completely
aligned with the second pin 16 ofthe apparatus. The device 74
is then moved toward the first 14 and second 16 pins with the
device first mounting hole 80 passing over the distal end
surface 30 of the first pin 14. This movement of the device 74
onto the first pin 14 will cause the second mounting hole 82 in
the device rear surface 84 to engage with the distal end surface
42 of the second pin 16 as represented in FIG. 10. Continued
movement of the device 74 toward the base 12 will cause the
device first mounting hole 80 to pass over the first pin 14 and
cause the device second mounting hole 82 to slide over the
distal end surface 42 of the second pin 16. If the second
mounting hole 82 is not completely aligned with the second
pin 16, the tapered distal end surface 42 of the second pin 16
will cause the second pin to pivot about the pivot post 68 and
the pivot axis 58 as the second mounting hole 82 is passed
over the second pin. This pivoting movement of the second
pin 16 directs the second pin distal end surface 42 into the
second mounting hole 82 of the device.

With the first 14 and second 16 pins of the apparatus
engaged in the respective first 80 and second 82 mounting
holes of the device 74, latches (not shown) on the opposite
front surface of the device can be engaged with swing bolts on
the structure 76 in a conventional manner. The swing bolts
can then be tightened down on the latches to removably
mount the device 74 to the structure 76.

To remove the device 74 from the structure 76, the swing
bolts are removed from the latches on the front surface of the
device. The device 74 can then be withdrawn from the appa-
ratus 10. As the device first 80 and second 82 mounting holes
are removed from the respective first 14 and second 16 pins,
the force holding the second pin 16 in its pivoted position is
removed and the resiliency of the compressible pad 62 moves
the second pin 16 to its neutral position relative to the first pin
14.
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As various modifications could be made to the apparatus of
the disclosure and its method of use described and illustrated
herein without departing from the scope of the disclosure, it is
intended that all matter contained in the foregoing description
or shown in the drawing figures be interpreted as illustrative
rather than limiting. Thus, the breadth and scope of the
present disclosure should not be limited by any of the above
described exemplary embodiments, but should be defined
only in accordance with the following claims appended
hereto and their equivalents.

The invention claimed is:

1. An apparatus for mounting a removable device to a
structure, the apparatus comprising:

a first pin that is attachable to the structure where the first
pin is stationary relative to the structure, the first pin
having a distal end surface that is configured for engag-
ing in a first hole in a surface of the device;

a second pin that is attachable to the structure for pivoting
movement of the second pin about a pivot axis relative to
the structure, the second pin having a distal end surface
that is configured, for engaging in a second hole in the
surface of the device and causing the second pin to pivot
about the pivot axis as the first and second pin distal end
surfaces are engaged in the respective first and second
holes in the surface of the device;

the first pin having a center axis that passes through the first
pin distal end surface;

the second pin having a center axis that passes through the
second pin distal end surface; and,

a biasing device acting on the second pin, the biasing
device urging the second pin to pivot about the pivot axis
to a neutral position of the second pin relative to the first
pin where the first pin center axis and the second pin
center axis are substantially parallel.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

the biasing device being compressible.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

the biasing device being a compressible pad.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

the pivot axis being oriented vertically.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

the second pin distal end surface having a tapered configu-
ration.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

the second pin distal end surface having a conical configu-
ration.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

the second pin having a center axis that passes through the
distal end surface of the second pin; and,

the center axis being perpendicular to the pivot axis.

8. The apparatus of claim 7, further comprising:

a hole through the second pin, the hole being coaxial with
the pivot axis and intersecting the second pin center axis;
and,

a pivot post extending through the hole.

9. The apparatus of claim 8, further comprising:

the pivot post being oriented vertically.

10. An apparatus for mounting a removable device to a
structure where the removable device has a surface with at
least a first hole and a second hole, the apparatus comprising:

a base that is attachable to the structure with the base being
secured stationary relative to the structure when the base
is attached to the structure,

a first pin connected stationary to the base, the first pin
projecting outwardly from the base to a distal end sur-
face of the first pin, the first pin projecting outwardly and
away from the structure when the base is attached to the
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structure, the first pin being positioned on the base for
the first pin distal end surface to engage in the first hole
of the removable device when mounting the removable
device to the structure;

a second pin connected to the base for pivoting movement
of'the second pin about a pivot axis relative to the base,
the second pin projecting outwardly from the base to a
distal end surface of the second pin, the second pin
projecting outwardly and away from the structure when
the base is attached to the structure, the second pin being
positioned on the base for the second pin distal end
surface to engage in the second hole of the removable
device when mounting the removable device to the
structure.

11. The apparatus of claim 10, further comprising:

the pivot axis being oriented vertically.

12. The apparatus of claim 10, further comprising:

the second pin distal end surface having a tapered configu-
ration.

13. The apparatus of claim 10, further comprising:

the second pin distal end surface having a conical configu-
ration.

14. The apparatus of claim 10, further comprising:

the second pin having a center axis that passes through the
distal end surface of the second pin; and,

the center axis being perpendicular to the pivot axis.

15. The apparatus of claim 14, further comprising:

a hole through the second pin, the hole being coaxial with
the pivot axis and intersecting the second pin center axis;
and,

a pivot post extending through the hole.
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16. The apparatus of claim 15, further comprising:

the pivot post being oriented vertically.

17. The apparatus of claim 10, further comprising:

the first pin having a center axis that passes through the first
pin distal end surface;

the second pin having a center axis that passes through the
second pin distal end surface; and,

a biasing device acting on the second pin, the biasing
device urging the second pin to pivot about the pivot axis
to a neutral position of the second pin relative to the first
pin where the first pin center axis and the second pin
center axis are substantially parallel.

18. The apparatus of claim 17, further comprising:

the biasing device being a compressible pad.

19. A method of mounting a removable device to a struc-

ture, the method comprising the steps of:

attaching a first pin to the structure where the first pin is
stationary relative to the structure;

providing the first pin with a distal end surface that is
configured for engaging in a first hole in a surface of the
device;

attaching a second pin to the structure where the second pin
pivots about a pivot axis relative to the structure;

providing the second pin with a distal end surface that is
configured for engaging in a second hole in the surface
of the device; and,

causing the second pin to pivot about the pivot axis as the
first and second pin distal end surfaces are engaged in the
respective first and second holes in the surface of the
device while mounting the device to the structure.
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